Welcome to EDUfest 2014!
EDUfest refers to all summer learning opportunities for educators and is organized by the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development (EECD). While there are events scheduled throughout July and August, our EDUfest week, hosted by the Nova Scotia Community College (NSCC) Waterfront Campus in Dartmouth, will be held August 11-15, 2014 . During that week, we have organized workshops on a variety of co-curricular topics.
EDUfest, Summer Learning Opportunities for Teachers, is an opportunity for educators from across the province to come together to share and to learn. The workshops support the curriculum and provide an opportunity for educators to enhance their professional skills. Participants comment that they value the opportunity to attend professional development workshops with colleagues from different regions and who work in different disciplines. It is also a great way to "kick start their year"! Last year over 750 educators participated in EDUfest.
The EECD workshops address many key education issues. More than 50 workshops are offered this summer that range from one to five days and are offered in a variety of locations across the province. Of course, all of these workshops offer a professional development certificate for your records.
Some workshops offer reduced rates for student teachers and substitute teachers. See individual session descriptions for details.
Please visit our website (https://edufest.ednet.ns.ca) for up-to-date information on workshops, maps, and registration.
Please note the following regarding registration:
• Ensure your pop-up blocker is turned off.
• Receipts are provided electronically upon online registration.
• Only one receipt is sent via email and cannot be duplicated or re-sent.
• Receipts are provided via mail once cash, cheque, or money order payments are received.
• Registration deadlines vary.
• If you cancel your registration within seven days of the workshop start date, you will not be reimbursed.
• Pending registration means payment has not been received; therefore, space is not guaranteed at the workshop.
We look forward to seeing you at EDUfest!
Sheila Munro EDUfest 2014 Co-ordinator

Summer Learning Opportunities
A FUNctional Approach to Guitar in the Classroom
The workshop will begin with an overview of guitar basics, including fresh ideas and tips that will interest teachers of all levels of experience. Learning chords and creative strumming patterns will be a prime focus for equipping teachers with clever and appropriate rhythmic styles that will appeal to today's young players. Other learning activities will include song-writing, using the cap (which allows for easy key changes and tonal subtleties in the repertoire), and open tunings. We will also explore ideas for the electric guitar wizards in the classroom. And finally, we will have a new look at some simple ways of making melodic playing more interesting.
Intended Audience: Teachers (from novice to experienced) who are offering guitar instruction.
Leader: Ken Davidson has been in the music profession for more than four decades as a guitarist, educator and clinician, writer, composer, and inventor. A curriculum writer for the Province of Nova Scotia, Ken is also a patent holder with Dunlop Manufacturing, Inc., in California, who has produced several of Ken's innovative products for their guitar accessory line.
Dates:
August 14-15, 2014 
A Musical Smorgasbord
These two jam-packed days will provide a little "taste" of everything in primary-6 music education. Included, for all levels, will be singing, movement, and game activities, old and new, that have proven effective in music rooms. Find out how to incorporate inexpensive (we're talking dollar store) items as manipulatives in your music program plus helpful suggestions for classroom management. As well, you will learn the how-to of sequencing and teaching particular rhythm and melodic concepts, music centres, and more. These active, experienced music teachers will share their wealth of knowledge with a musical smorgasbord that will satisfy your appetite for inspiration and regenerate you for September! À pas de géant, vers une meilleure compréhension des maths 3/4 and 5/6 
Apply Blended Learning to Your Classroom
Blended learning combines classroom with online delivery of curriculum; formal planned instruction and learning take place in both environments. Students are exposed to the technologically enhanced active learning possibilities of an online environment in addition to the existing opportunities of the physical classroom. Blended learning extends student learning, provides opportunity for increased engagement, and helps meet the needs of diverse learners.
This professional learning session will provide an overview of blended learning and will focus on strategies, tools, and resources to use in your classroom.
Come and explore how you can extend learning beyond the classroom and the school day. The skills students develop with this approach will help prepare them for now and for the future, to become confident, innovative, and lifelong learners. Explore ways to connect adolescent readers to books that will name their hearts. Study the practices that help all students develop a reading habit to increase stamina and joy in independent reading, leading to increased engagement in challenging, complex texts. Listen to students, and explore ways to measure growth in stamina and the connections we, as teachers, can make between the most reluctant readers and books. Study the practices that help all students develop a reading habit to increase stamina and joy in reading, look at challenging readers through weekly goals and identifying reach books, and increase students' ability to respond thoughtfully and analytically to their reading in conferences and in writing. This workshop shows how the classroom choices we make, particularly our language choices, influence the qualities of the classroom learning community and how to make those choices wisely. It shows how the qualities of the learning community we build will impact children's comprehension, their social relationships, their intelligence, and how they handle challenge, adversity, uncertainty, and difference. We want our children to become flexible, persistent, and collaborative problem solvers, particularly in literacy, but also in other areas of their lives. We want them to take on the challenge for learning rather than avoid it, and when they are unsuccessful, to become more strategic. The ways we interact with children have a powerful influence on whether or not we accomplish these goals. 
Commercial-Free Classroom: How Schools Can Help Reduce the Harms Associated with Marketing to Children and Youth
Children and youth are being targeted by and exposed to more marketing than ever before. Often this marketing normalizes the consumption of unhealthy products (such as processed food and sugar-sweetened beverages), and marketing tactics that use hyper-sexualized images and messages can negatively impact the emotional health and well-being of young people. Evidence is increasingly demonstrating the harmful impact of marketing on child and youth health and the particular vulnerability of children and youth to marketing messages. Schools can play a valuable role in building resilient children and helping to reduce the harms associated with marketing to children and youth.
Developing Collaborative Relationships: Enhancing Integrated Service Delivery for Students
Over the past few years there have been many changes regarding supports and services for students. To be more effective in the delivery of services for children and youth, there needs to be a co-ordinated and collaborative approach. This helps reduce duplication of services and assists with clarifying roles, responsibilities, and scope of practice, of each partner service. This practical participatory workshop will focus on strategies to develop and maintain collaborative relationships to support students and families, and assist them with accessing the most appropriate service. Participants will receive a list of resources regarding collaborative partnerships.
Intended Audience: Administrators, guidance counsellors, teachers, psychologists, social workers, SchoolsPlus personnel, justice personnel, and youth health centre co-ordinators. The people from Carsand-Mosher Photographic are committed to providing further training on the Canon Rebel and will be with us to deliver two full days of learning and practice using the cameras, light kits, and tripods. This is a great opportunity to develop skills that will transfer directly to the classroom. Participants will practise and receive classroom-ready photography activities for students as well as some other much-needed equipment. (Note: Participants must bring one Canon Rebel camera kit and a tripod from their school to this workshop.)
Doing and Thinking Science: Olympic Freestyle
Do you want to run a Science Olympics? "Science is a verb; science is about doing and thinking." (Marilyn Webster)
Participants will engage and explore investigations that may be used from grades 3-6. Where 60 percent of the time is committed to hands-on, mindson science, our participants will build a repertoire of investigations that may be used in their classrooms and at their school level for Olympic-style science.
Throughout the day we will share strategies on how participants may organize science Olympics in their classroom and/or school. Packages of the investigations will be available to use and to take back to your classrooms. Edible Education: The Classroom Is the Tastiest Place to Learn! Can food literacy and cooking skills fit into your curriculum outcomes through an integrated, cross-curricular approach? Come ready for some hands-on and interactive exploration! Explore how taste-testing and cooking in the classroom carefully integrates core academic subjects (mathematics, language, science, geography, culture) and important social values (co-operation, self-reliance) with culinary concepts (palate development and kitchen utensil skills) and nutrition education (where our food comes from to eating whole foods). We will learn about food safety with an opportunity to write the Department of Agriculture, Food Hygiene Level I Certification exam. Receive a comprehensive professional resource, a kitchen cart start-up checklist, and learn about the possibility for a grant to start "edible education" in your classroom.
EDUfest Kids!: Ages 5-7 and/or Ages 8-12
Parents attending workshops as part of EDUfest at the NSCC Waterfront Campus are invited to register their children in the EDUfest Kids program. Children will take part in all-day events, on site, involving hands-on, minds-on integrated activities in science, technology, engineering, physical education, and the arts. Participants should dress for the weather and come prepared to be active (indoors and out). Appropriate clothing includes sneakers, sunscreen, hats, and sunglasses. (Warning: Getting dirty may be part of the fun!)
All workshop materials, lunch, and snacks will be provided. Children will have the opportunity to enjoy lunch on-site with their parents.
Our program organizers are experienced teachers dedicated to active learning. Program details will be emailed to registrants in early July.
Please use the EDUfest Kids Registration Form to register your children for this exciting opportunity. 
Energy Perspectives
This day focuses on the big energy picture giving perspective and context to the details that you hear in the energy news. Facts will be presented. The day will look at the driving forces of energy, current trends on energy demands, and the technology infrastructure. This day is designed for any consumer with an interest in fundamentals and facts of energy supply and demand and will explore the driving forces of energy used in manufacturing, transportation, and buildings. Simple investigations will be done throughout the day.
Intended Audience: Although the topic of energy is embedded in all science curricula, this workshop will be of particular interest to participants teaching at the grades 6 and 9 levels. Project-based learning (PBL) is a model of learning that advocates a teaching method that engages students in learning essential knowledge and life-enhancing skills through an extended, student-influenced inquiry process structured around complex, authentic questions and carefully designed learning products. In this two-day workshop, teachers will engage in the development of a sample project that will focus on the key components of successful PBL delivery. 
Food-Body Systems: Interactions
Everyone seems to be interested in healthy bodies, food, and body systems. All levels are welcome as the topic focuses on your body, food, and everyday life. This integrated unit will allow participants to engage in problem-based / project-based learning through investigations and discussions. An outline of a sample unit will be provided. Participants will receive a package to complement the day. This session will address specific learning outcomes from Science 8, Food and Nutrition 8, Arts Education 8, and Biology 11, amongst others.
Intended Audience: Everyone is welcome, but this workshop will be of particular interest to teachers of 
Healthy Art in Selfie Culture
This hands-on workshop is designed as an intensive opportunity for teachers from primary-9 to engage in conversation and artistic exploration with artist Melissa Marr around positive health outcomes for children and youth. Over three days, we will try a variety of mediums, including felting and fibre arts, printmaking, and sculpture, designed to address outcomes from health education and visual arts.
Themes of identity, citizenship, empathy, media literacy, and healthy relationships will provide us with content to develop practical skills, samples, and ideas and to find meaningful approaches to art-making. Participants will have time to reflect on their individual experience as well as the opportunity to work collaboratively. All levels of experience are encouraged to attend. If you want to learn more about the health education and visual arts curricula this session is for you.
Intended Audience: Classroom teachers, grades primary-9. Family studies teachers, grades 7-9, may also find this workshop relevant.
Leader: Melissa Marr has been an artist in residence in many schools throughout Nova Scotia and was the Education Consultant for CBC television's Artzooka! She has a special fondness for junk and curriculum development.
Dates:
August 12-14, 2014 
How Things Work
Everyday objects and activities will be the focus of this day. The goal is to look at objects from the world around us and explore questions involving these objects to see how things move and rotate. Participants will identify and explore the science concepts using everyday objects such as balls, skateboards, and ramps. A package of materials will be provided.
Impending Crisis?: The Importance of Conservation
The content of this workshop focuses on the increasing destruction of natural habitats, the rapid decline in global biodiversity, and the long-and short-term consequences of our actions.
The following topics will be addressed:
• 
Implementing Mathematics 4, 5, and 6
Teachers new to teaching grades 4 to 6 will engage in two days of professional learning related to the implementation of the new mathematics curriculum.
Teachers will • learn about the changes in the mathematics curriculum • become familiar with the curriculum and support documents, and outcomes and performance indicators for their grade • explore the mathematical processes • explore ways to develop young mathematicians in the classroom • focus on understanding and teaching multiplication and division, fractions, and equations and variables • be introduced to the new core resources and the Mathematics Learning Commons (Moodle) for grades 4-6
Intended Audience: This professional learning opportunity will mirror the two days of professional learning provided to grades 4-6 teachers during the 2013-2014 school year. These days are intended for those teachers who will be new to teaching grades 4-6 in the coming school year.
Leaders: Board-based mathematics leaders
Dates:
July 24-25, 2014 
Inspiring Future Ocean Leaders
The oceans are full of diversity, bounty, mystery, and beauty. Our survival hinges on our oceans' survival. Through guest lectures, hands-on, minds-on activities, and a field trip, participants will explore innovative methods for engaging students in interdisciplinary oceans education and encouraging the development of ocean-related careers. Participants will explore and discuss the potential opportunities for interdisciplinary careers in the oceans and coastal sectors, so that teachers may better inform their students. Specifically, the following topics will be covered: Oceans as a Multidisciplinary Course and Oceans-Related Careers; Ocean Structure and Motion; Marine Biomes; Coastal Zones; Fisheries; and Aquaculture. Teachers will leave with creative tools that could further engage students in innovative activities about ocean education.
Intended Audience: All educators are welcome. This workshop will be of particular interest to teachers of Oceans 11, Science 8, and Science 10.
Integration of Environmental and Sustainability Topics across Curriculum
This workshop will engage participants in an approach to developing effective, meaningful cross-curricular projects around environmental and sustainability issues, while simultaneously meeting multiple outcomes. This process acknowledges that to teach sustainability issues successfully, a holistic view of real-world issues and their corresponding subject areas must be integrated to show students the bigger picture. This model is the basis of The Clean Foundation's youth education programs, and is intended to demonstrate that transformational learning enables youth to make responsible environmental decisions through broadened perspectives and increased knowledge. The Clean Foundation is a not-for-profit organization that provides education-based programs and services to help people consider the environment in the choices they make in the areas of water, energy, waste, and transportation. Investigations: Science 6 to Science 9
Participants will engage in and explore science investigations for their chosen grade level. Sample hands-on, minds-on investigations will be done, and these will address specific curriculum outcomes from the physical sciences units. Scientific inquiry will be the focus of group discussions throughout the day. Participants will leave with copies of the investigations, and a package of relevant equipment. 
IT Summer Camp for Teachers
This is three-day residential workshop for public school teachers who are interested in exploring ways of integrating technology in their classrooms. Sessions will help you to explore topics such as blended learning and integrating digital resources connected to the curriculum. Select from a variety of mini-Tech Sessions including video editing, emerging new technologies, podcasting, creating websites, iPad sessions (beginner and advanced), using Moodle (beginner and advanced), productivity tools (word processing, presentation tools, etc.) as well as curriculum-focused sessions, with resources for teachers at all levels. You will have time to work on topics of interest to you, and participate in discussions about the ins and outs of using technology as a transformative force in your teaching and in student learning.
Updates will be posted on our website (http://lrt.ednet.ns.ca). 
Mathematics 11 and Mathematics at Work 11
This professional learning opportunity will mirror the first day of professional learning provided to grade 11 mathematics teachers during the 2013-2014 school year. Teachers who will be teaching Mathematics 11 and Mathematics at Work 11 in September 2014 but who have not yet participated in this workshop will engage in professional learning related to the implementation of the new courses. Teachers will • become familiar with the curriculum outcomes, curriculum documents, and new resources supplied to support implementation of these courses • explore teaching through problem solving
Intended Audience: This workshop is intended for those teachers newly assigned to teach Mathematics 11 and Mathematics at Work 11 in the coming school year.
Mi'kmaq Communities in Nova Scotia: Building a Knowledge Foundation
In this one-day workshop, we will work together to begin building a strong foundation (or reinforcing the one you already have) of knowledge around understanding the Mi'kmaq context here in Nova Scotia: understanding the demographics and geography; engaging with Mi'kmaq communities and organizations; assessing your cultural awareness; and learning to contribute to a culturally respectful workplace.
Online Mapping across the Curriculum: Engaging Students in Technology-Based, Inquiry-Based Learning! This workshop will enable educators to integrate easy-to-use Web maps with ArcGIS Online that can be created by students and integrated into curriculum content across several subjects, across all grades.
By attending this three-day workshop, educators will • learn the concepts and practices of online mapping in today's world • develop skills to create, edit, and share data, maps, and applications • acquire access to resources that meet curricular needs and outcomes • collaborate and share project and activity ideas within a community of educators • produce a learning activity to be used immediately in the classroom 
Options and Opportunities: New Teachers' Workshop
This two-day workshop is by invitation only through the Community-Based Learning Consultant in each school board. Participants will attend a series of workshops over the course of the two days that will address program philosophy, guidelines, and procedures. Suggestions for engaging students through dynamic curriculum delivery and program supports will be highlighted.
Physical Education at the X: The Place to Be August 19-21, 2014
Please join us for the first annual summer professional learning opportunity for physical education teachers. Sessions will focus on a number of topics related to three strands-Active Living, Skill Themes and Movement Concepts, and Life Skills-that will shape the new grades primary-9 curriculum. Please dress for activity! Planned session topics include Intended Audience: Physical education teachers, grades primary-9, pre-service physical education teachers, board co-ordinators and consultants. Physical education teachers, grades 10-12, are most welcome and will find the topics relevant to many courses at the high-school level. 
Leaders
Removing the Mask: Facilitating Conversations with Guys around Healthy Living
A pilot project experimented with a gender segregated Healthy Living 9 class this past year with a focus on young men. Classes were held in circle with an emphasis on interactive exercises and conversation. An overarching theme was masculinity and present-day expectations around what it means to be a man, and how those expectations impact the health of young men as well as the health of other genders. The non-traditional environment created a unique space for safe-to-explore issues that young men rarely discuss with their peers. Participants will leave with an understanding of what youth engagement looks like and with a toolkit of ideas to make Healthy Living class truly a relevant and meaningful experience for youth.
Shifting Paradigms and Building New Schemes for Educating the Linguistically Diverse African Nova Scotian Learner
This seminar, presented by Dr. Noma LeMoine, will focus on language acquisition with respect to children of African descent. Participants will become knowledgeable about home language acquisition, language variation, and the positive impact a respectful knowledge of home language has on learning for students of African descent. As well, Dr. LeMoine will share instruction strategies that are culturally responsive and build on cultural and cognitive learning styles. Participants will be introduced to research-based instructional methodologies that support language acquisition and learning. 
Teaching Students with Autism Spectrum Disorders in the Elementary Grades
Students with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) present some great challenges in schools today. Participants will gain an understanding of ASD in the classroom and how the disorder impacts their student's learning, behavior, and social interactions. Learn the fundamentals of program planning for these students, with a focus on how to structure your school environment for success, using visual supports, and positive behavioural strategies, and developing organizational skills, life skills, independence, and transition. The format for the sessions will include grades primary-12 teachers together for general topics, with scheduled breakout sessions for secondary teachers that will focus on specific teaching and learning strategies for adolescent students with ASD.
Intended Audience: Classroom, resource, and learning centre teachers, administrators, and specialists. New teachers or those with experience who want further knowledge of ASD.
Leaders: Kym Hume and Yvonne Rafuse are autism consultants with classroom and administrative experience. They were contributing authors to the provincial ASD resource.
Dates:
August 11-15, 2014 
Teaching Students with Autism Spectrum Disorders in the Secondary Grades
Students with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) present some great challenges in schools today. Participants will gain an understanding of ASD in the classroom and how the disorder impacts their student's learning, behaviour, and social interactions. Learn the fundamentals of program planning for these students, with a focus on how to structure your school environment for success, using visual supports, and positive behavioural strategies, and developing organizational skills, life skills, independence, and transition. The format for the sessions will include grades primary-12 teachers together for general topics, with scheduled breakout sessions for secondary teachers that will focus on specific teaching and learning strategies for adolescent students with ASD.
Dates:
August 11-13, 2014 
Technology Education 9 Teacher Workshop
This workshop is an extension of the professional development implementation workshop for Technology Education 7-9 curriculum that was offered May 3-4, 2012, and June 6-7, 2013 . Participants will take part in hands-on, minds-on learning activities and design challenges in all modules of the Technology Education 9 curriculum: Communications Technology, Energy Engineering, Inventions and Innovations, and Production Technology. The workshop will be flexible to meet the needs of individuals. 
Trauma-Based Care and the Program Planning Process
For children and youth who have experienced early complex trauma, the long-term impacts are far-reaching, extending into their social, emotional, spiritual, and physical well-being, and their ability to learn. This session will highlight the successful collaboration between the Halifax Regional School Board and Chisholm Services for Children in the creation of trauma-informed schools. Presenters will share proven strategies and collaborative approaches that support positive school experiences for children/youth who have experienced trauma. Causes of trauma, triggers, and self-care will be covered. Specific strategies, program planning examples, and resources that will assist in the development of trauma-informed schools, will be shared. 
